
From the Publisher 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
I am pleased to inform you that I have taken over as 
the new Consul for Public Affairs as of August 22, 
2006, replacing Mr. Ravi Candadai. 
 
My last post was the U.S. Embassy in Costa Rica 
where I served as Counselor for Political and 
Economic Affairs. Prior to that, I served in Portugal, 
Brazil, South Africa, Ivory Coast and Venezuela. This 
is my first posting in India.   
 
I am particularly thrilled to be in India, especially in 
South India, at a time when Indo-U.S. relations have 
reached new heights of cooperation and friendship.   
 
Like my predecessors, I look forward to meeting and 
working with you during my assignment as the Consul 
for Public Affairs for the next three years. 
 
Finally, you will notice the new name of this newsletter. 
The name of the American Information Resource 
Center (AIRC) has been changed to The American 
Library. We believe that the word library is more 
descriptive and more familiar to our patrons. We would 
like all of you to think of The American Library as Your 
American Library.  
 
With best wishes, 
 
 
 
Frederick J. Kaplan 
Consul for Public Affairs 
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The U.S. Record 2005 – 2006 
 
Released by the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and 
Labor 
 

Today, in growing numbers across 
the globe, men and women are 
pressing for their rights to be 
respected and their governments to 
be responsive, for their voices to be 
heard and their votes to count, for 
just laws and justice for all. Growing 
also is the recognition that 
democracy is the form of 

government that can, over time, best meet the 
demands of citizens for dignity, liberty, and equality. 

As President Bush stated in his second inaugural 
address, "… it is the policy of the United States to seek 

and support the growth of democratic movements and 
institutions in every nation and culture, with the 
ultimate goal of ending tyranny in our world." 

In the Broader Middle East, the past year saw 
indigenous calls for democratic reform, the beginnings 
of political pluralism, unprecedented elections, and 
some new protections for women and minorities. The 
people of Iraq went to the polls three times and held to 
democracy’s course despite high levels of violence. 
The men and women of Afghanistan cast their ballots 
countrywide in the first free legislative elections since 
1969, even as the Government struggled to expand its 
authority over provincial centers. 

The first post-conflict elections in Liberia resulted in 
Africa’s first elected female head of state, marking a 
milestone in Liberia’s transition from civil war to 
democracy. Latin American and Caribbean 
democracies continued to confront the challenges of 
strengthening weak institutions, fighting corruption, and 
redressing social inequality. Ukraine’s new 
government, reflecting the democratic will of the 
people, made notable improvements in human rights 
performance. And Indonesia, the world’s most 
populous Muslim majority country, strengthened the 
architecture of its democratic system when, for the first 
time, citizens directly elected their leaders at the city, 
regency, and provincial levels. 

Meanwhile, from Burma to Belarus, China to Cuba, 
North Korea to Syria, and Iran to Zimbabwe, 
courageous men and women suffered persecution for 
exercising their fundamental freedoms of expression, 
association, assembly, and movement, and against 
great odds continued to work for peaceful change. 

This report describes the many ways American foreign 
policy helped citizens and governments around the 
globe turn their increasing demands for human rights 
and democracy into programs of action. 

Condoleezza Rice 
Secretary of State 
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Dates to Remember 
 

October 1-31 National Book Month 
October 9  Columbus Day 
November 1-30 National AIDS Awareness Month 
November 1-30 National American Indian Heritage Month 
November 11 Veterans Day 
November 23 Thanksgiving Day 
December 1 United Nations: World AIDS Day 
December 1-31 Universal Human Rights Month 
December 10 United Nations: Human Rights Day 



U.S. Human Rights and Democracy Strategy  

Supporting Human Rights and Democracy: The U.S. 
Record 2005 - 2006 
Released by the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights 
and Labor 

The United States applies a wide range of diplomatic 
tools in support of human rights and democracy across 
the globe. This report summarizes our strategy in every 
region, and describes what we did to support 
indigenous reform efforts in 95 countries over the past 
year. 

As President Bush has said in January 2005: 
"Freedom, by its nature, must be chosen, and 
defended by citizens, and sustained by the rule of law 
and the protection of minorities. … America will not 
impose our own style of government on the unwilling. 
Our goal instead is to help others find their own voice, 
attain their own freedom, and make their own way." 

To further that goal, the United States responded to the 
growing global demand for greater personal and 
political freedom by supporting the efforts of those 
calling for reform. We stood in solidarity with the brave 
men and women around the world who were 
persecuted by repressive regimes for exercising their 
rights. By on-the-ground interaction with government 
officials, civil society organizations and individuals, and 
through multilateral engagement on the regional and 
global levels, we defended international human rights 
standards and advanced democratic principles. 

So that fellow democracies can better deliver 
democracy’s blessings to their people, we helped them 
strengthen their institutions of government and sink 
deeper roots for the rule of law. We encouraged the full 
participation of all citizens, including women and 
minorities, in the public life of their countries. To ensure 
that the will of the people would prevail, we promoted 
political pluralism and helped to level playing fields so 
that elections would meet international standards. We 
called to account democratically elected governments 
that did not govern democratically. And, as they came 
under siege in many countries around the world, we 
championed the vital contributions to democracy of 
independent media and nongovernmental 
organizations (NGOs). 

In Fiscal Year 2005, the United States budgeted $1.4 
billion for human rights and democracy programming. 
We also fostered democratic reform efforts through 
well targeted development assistance, such as the 
innovative Millennium Challenge Account, which links a 
country’s eligibility for poverty alleviation funding to 
good governance. At the same time, we continued to 
bring economic sanctions to bear on systematic human 
rights violators like the Burmese and Cuban regimes. 
In concert with the Group of 8 industrialized nations (G-

8) and regional governments and NGOs, the United 
States launched two new institutions to foster 
indigenous reform in the Broader Middle East and 
North Africa -- the Foundation for the Future, which 
supports civil society; and the Fund for the Future, 
which supports investment. Finally, the United States 
sought to make international institutions more effective 
defenders and supporters of human rights and 
democracy. To that end, in Fiscal Year 2005 we 
provided $10 million to the United Nations Democracy 
Fund and pressed for the creation of a new, credible 
Human Rights Council at the United Nations that 
excludes the worst violators. 

In all of these efforts on behalf of human rights and 
democracy, the United States welcomed the 
partnership of other governments and we sought the 
ideas and expertise of NGOs that do the hard work of 
defending human rights and building democracy citizen 
by citizen, institution by institution, and country by 
country each and every day. 

Released on April 5, 2006 
 
(Source: http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/shrd/2005/) 
 
Books 
 
Child Labor and Human Rights: Making Children 
Matter / edited by Burns H. Weston.  Boulder, CO: 
Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2005.  (331.31 CHI)  
 
Donnelly, Jack.  Universal Human Rights in Theory 
and Practice / Jack Donnelly. 2nd ed.  Ithaca, NY: 
Cornell University Press, 2003.  (323 DON)  
 
Falk, Richard A.  Human Rights Horizons: the 
Pursuit of Justice in a Globalizing World / by 
Richard Falk.  New York, NY: Routledge, 2000.  (323 
FAL)  
 
Felice, William F.  The Global New Deal: Economic 
and Social Human Rights in World Politics / William 
F. Felice.  Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, c2003.  
(330 FEL) 
 
Fields, A. Belden.  Rethinking Human Rights for the 
New Millennium / A. Belden Fields.  New York, NY: 
Palgrave Macmillan, 2003.  (323 FIE) 
 
The Human Rights Encyclopedia / foreword by Aung 
San Suu Kyi ; editors James R. Lewis, Carl Skutsch.  
Armonk, NY: Sharpe Reference, c2001.  (REF 323.03 
HUM) 
 
Ishay, Micheline.  The History of Human Rights: 
from Ancient Times to the Globalization Era / 
Micheline R. Ishay.  Berkeley, CA: University of 
California Press, c2004.  (323 ISH) 
 



Lederer, Laura J.  Human Rights Report on 
Trafficking of Women and Children: Country-By-
Country Report on a Contemporary Form of 
Slavery / by Laura J. Lederer.  Washington, DC: Paul 
H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies, 
Johns Hopkins University, 2001.  (REF 323.34 LED)  
 
NGOs and Human Rights: Promise and 
Performance / edited by Claude E. Welch, Jr.  
Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania Press, 
c2001.  (323 NGO)  
 
Orend, Brian.  Human Rights: Concept and Context 
/ Brian Orend.  Orchard Park, NY: Broadview Press, 
c2002.  (323 ORE)  
 
U.S. Dept. of State.  Country Reports on Human 
Rights Practices for 1992- : Report Submitted to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, U.S. Senate and the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, House of 
Representatives / By the Dept. of State ... Washington 
: USPGO , 1993-, 1999- (REF 341.48 USD)  
 
White, Richard Alan.  Breaking Silence: the Case 
that Changed the Face of Human Rights / Richard 
Alan White.  Washington, DC: Georgetown University 
Press, c2004.  (323.044 WHI) 
 
Zoelle, Diana Grace. Gobalizing Concern for 
Women's Human Rights: the Failure of the 
American Model / Diana G. Zoelle.  New York, NY: St. 
Martin's Press, c2000.  (323.34 ZOE) 
 
Articles 
 
HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION CAN BE 
INTEGRATED THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL DAY; 
PEACE EDUCATION  
By Aline Stomfay-Stitz and Edyth Wheeler. Childhood 
Education, March 22, 2005, pp.158-160 
 
THE ROLE OF EDUCATION IN PROMOTING 
HEALTH AND HUMAN RIGHTS  
By Ales Otieno. UN Chronicle, June 1, 2004 pp. 50 -51 
 
TEACHING ABOUT GLOBAL HUMAN RIGHTS FOR 
GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP: ACTION RESEARCH IN 
THE SOCIAL STUDIES CURRICULUM  
By William Gaudelli and William Fernekes.  The Social 
Studies, January/February 2004  pp. 16- 26 
 
TEACHING HUMAN RIGHTS THROUGH SERVICE 
LEARNING 
By Matthew Krain and Anne M.Nurse.  Human Rights 
Quarterly, February 2004 pp. 189-207 
 
TRANSFORMATIVE LEARNING AND HUMAN 
RIGHTS EDUCATION: TAKING A CLOSER LOOK  
By Felisa Tibbitts.  Intercultural Education, May 2005 
pp. 107–113 
 

Web Links 
 
Supporting Human Rights and Democracy 
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/shrd/ 
 
United States Commission on International Religious 
Freedom 
http://www.uscirf.gov/ 
 
University of Minnesota Human Rights Library 
http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/ 

 
Recent Additions 

 
Books 
 
Balance of Power: Theory and Practice in the 21st 
Century / edited by T.V. Paul, James J. Wirtz, and 
Michel Fortmann.  Stanford, CA: Stanford University 
Press, 2004  (327.101 BAL) 
 
Butler, Judith.  Giving an Account of Oneself / Judith 
Butler.  New York, NY: Fordham University Press, 
2005. (170.42 BUT) 
 
Click, Rick L.  Business Process Outsourcing: The 
Competitive Advantage / Rick L. Click, Thomas N. 
Duening.  Hoboken, N.J.: John Wiley & Sons, 2005 
(658.4058 CLI) 
 
Conlon, Edward.  Blue Blood / Edward Conlon.  New 
York, NY: Riverhead Books, 2004 
(363.2 CON) 
 
Gingrich, Newt.  Winning the Future:  21st Century 
Contract with America / Newt Gingrich.  Washington, 
DC: Regnery Pub.  Lanham, MD: National Book 
Network, 2005 (973.93 GIN) 
 
Iansiti, Marco.  The Keystone Advantage: What the 
New Dynamics of Business Ecosystems Mean for 
Strategy, Innovation, and Sustainability / Marco 
Iansiti, and Roy Levien.  Boston, MA: Harvard 
Business School Press, 2004 (658.4 IAN) 
 
Laszlo, Christopher.  The Sustainable Company: 
How to Create Lasting Value Through Social and 
Environmental Performance / Chris Laszlo.  
Washington, DC: Island Press, 2005 (658.408 LAS) 
 
Rhodes, Edwardo Lao.  Environmental Justice in 
America: A New Paradigm / Edwardo Lao Rhodes.  
Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2005 (363.7 
RHO) 

Library Holidays 
 

October 9  Columbus Day 
October 20 Deepavali 
October 24 Idu’l Fitr (Ramzan) 
November 10 Veteran’s Day 
November 23 Thanksgiving Day 
December 25  Christmas Day 



Sachs, Jeffrey.  The End of Poverty: Economic 
Possibilities for Our Time / Jeffrey D. Sachs. New 
York: Penguin Press, 2005 (339.46 SAC) 
 
Thomson, David.  The Whole Equation: A History of 
Hollywood / David Thomson.  New York, NY: Alfred A. 
Knopf, 2005 (384.8 THO) 
 
Wyatt, Jean.  Risking Difference: Identification, 
Race, and Community in Contemporary Fiction and 
Feminism / Jean Wyatt.  Albany, NY: State University 
of New York Press, 2004  (813.509 WAY) 
 
Articles 
 
AMERICA AND INDIA AT A TURNING POINT.  By 
Sumit Ganguly.  Current History, March 2005.  pp. 120-
124. 
 
HIGHER EDUCATION, INEQUALITY AND THE 
PUBLIC GOOD.  By Stuart Tannock.  Dissent, Spring 
2006.  pp. 45-51 
 

INDIA-U.S. RELATIONS.  By K. Alan Kronstadt.  
Foreign Affairs, Defense, and Trade Division, 
Congressional Research Service.  April 6, 2006.  16p. 
 
INTEGRATING TECHNOLOGY IN SCHOOLS, 
COLLEGES, AND DEPARTMENTS OF EDUCATION: 
A PRIMER FOR DEANS.  By Elliott Lessen and 
Christine Sorensen.  Change, March/April 2006, pp. 
44-49. 
 
MANAGEMENT MYTH.  By Matthew Stewart.  Atlantic 
Monthly, June 2006, pp. 80-87. 
 
TWO MYTHS OF GLOBALIZATION.  By A. Edward 
Gottesman.  World Policy Journal, Spring 2006. pp. 37-
45. 
 
Non-Book Material: 
 
The American Library has received about 40 
audiotapes and CDs on American Revolution and 
fiction read by famous personalities. Patrons are 
encouraged to use them at the library and also borrow 
them on a first-cum-first-served basis. 

 
 
 
 
 

This journal examines how the United States has rebounded and how the international community has rebuilt and come 
together to condemn terrorism in the five years since the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. Highlights include articles 
about the rebuilding of the area around the World Trade Center, U.S. government efforts to facilitate travel to the United 
States, an interfaith roundtable, planned 9/11 memorials, and how survivors are rebuilding their lives. 
 
http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/itps/0806/ijpe/ijpe0806.htm 

 
          
Introduced by Secretary Rice, this electronic journal features essays by each regional bureau Assistant Secretary outlining U.S. 
policy in that region. Each essay also explains the Assistant Secretary’s personal vision for that region, and outlines how the 
Secretary's “transformational diplomacy” will help our international partners build and sustain democratic, well-governed states.  
http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/itps/0906/ijpe/ijpe0906.htm 
 
 
             
          

                    
 

 
 
                 
                
 
 
 
              
 
 

 
 

                     
 

                

Events 

Students of Stella Maris College, Chennai during 
the Orientation Program 
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Electronic Journals 

PAO Fred Kaplan interacting with students 
during the Roadshow in Visakhapatnam 


